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Scholarship News  
The Youth Council 
scholarship for 2003 was 
awarded to Cristian  
Durand.  Congratulations 
to Cristian! 

More fun at the Coaches and Volunteers Party 
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                I hope everybody is enjoying their summer and looking for-

ward to the upcoming sports year.  By the time you read this, it will be 

closer to the end than to the beginning.  It seems like last year's season 

has just ended and we are already talking about a new season.  To kick 

off the new season, registration will be held on September 3, 2003.  So 

it's time to start dusting off your sneakers and athletic gear because 

shortly after registration, practices will commence for basketball, soccer 

and track.  Due to the popularity of these sports, we are sad to inform 

you that there is a limited amount of positions available on the basket-

ball and soccer teams.  Therefore, registration will be held on a first-

come, first-serve basis.   

                I am glad to inform you that overall last year's activities were 

deemed very successful due mainly to the hard work, dedication and 

time of the coaches and volunteers, for which the youths of our commu-

nity are grateful.  However, we are always looking for fresh faces to 

lend a helping hand with both the coaching and volunteer duties that we 

encounter, especially the transportation of the players to and from away 

games.  We have not forgotten those who have continuously shown sup-

port for our program by volunteering in previous years and hope that 

they will continue to do so.  A special thanks to the rectory staff for their 

help, the school for its cooperation, our 2001/2003 Basketball AD, 

Tommy Gibbons, for all the long hours spent in the gym on Saturdays 

and Sundays and, last, but not least, the incoming board members who 

are about to embark on another exciting year!!!! 

                                                                                     Thank you, 

John "Fitzie" Fitzgerald,  
Youth Council President 

Thanks to our Softball Volunteers! 
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       The St. Joan of Arc's baseball clinic ended it's 2003 season June 28th on 
a very rare sunny Saturday morning.  First there was a brief game between 
the Boston Red Sox, coached by the ebullient Billy Lobacz, and the Oakland 
Athletics, coached by the warm and soft hearted (though his face won't reveal 
it) experienced pitcher, Steve Uhl.  It was nip and tuck with the Red Sox first 
base slugger, MVP,  Kevin Boody emptying the bases for his team.  However 
the co-MVP's of Oakland, Joseph Perez and Captain Willie Gonzalez came 
roaring back to edge out a win.  Willie demonstrated his leadership qualities 
as he exerted a tireless effort in encouraging  his teammates to perform their 
best. 
 
    Then each child got to pitch to his parent or relative.  Parents beware as the 
ball soared above, below, behind and around them.  However all hit the ball 
and ran the bases as only parents can (s l o w l y).  Laughter and excitement 
reigned.  Pizza and soda and candy was graciously provided by the parents, 
especially Juniors. 
 
    Joe Faillace presented trophies to all in the presence of the great orator of 
the St. Joan's Youth Council, it's esteemed moderator, Father Barry and it's 
ever dedicated and talented President,  Fitzie.  Thanks for getting the field 
ready for the season by having more dirt put on it and for, you yourself, Mr. 
President, renovating the home plate area - nice job. 
 
    The brief season saw notable performances from steady April Uhl with her 
home run swing and Esteban Ospina, named the most improved player as the 
season progressed.  Brother and sister Arthur and Rita Rosiek, playing for 
opposite teams had some fine moments in the field and at bat.  Anthony 
Zuziela was the boy with the never ending energy.   Brian Zapata had a great 
last game showing significant improvement.  Fernando Santana, Wilmar 
Serna and Carlos Ramia all had their find moments in the sun (well in the 
clouds since there was little sun this year).  Nicholas Hebron, who loved to 
talk to the players while they were on base, got on base, himself, plenty of 
times. Richard (Junior) was the runner who never stopped.  Once he hit the 
ball he just ran from one base to another no matter where the ball was.  Sur-
prisingly he often made it home.   
 
    See you next Spring. The more children who participate the more fun it is.  
So next year clinic age children; approx. ages 5 to 9, come on down to St. 
Joan's for registration in March. If you miss it, come directly to the field on 
78th Street between 30th and 25th Ave. across from Our Lady of Fatima on 
any Saturday Morning at 9:00 A.M. or Tuesday evenings at 6:00 P.M. and 
talk to one of the coaches. We'll be there from mid to late April till the last 
Saturday in June. 
 
   All ye baseball fans enjoy the summer.  If you are looking for an activity to 
enjoy from September until the baseball season begins, think of the other 
sports that St. Joan's has to offer.  For example, if you enjoy being part of a 
team and simply have a desire to participate and skill level is not essential 
then consider signing up for the track team come registration time. Track 
practices are also held on Saturdays mornings 

 

Coach Steve with the Athletics 

Coaches Billy and Joe with the Red Sox 

Swing for the Fence! 



Sait Joan’s fielded a Sub-Novice boys baseball team this year, featuring graduates from last year’s baseball clinic and a few 
new players.  The team had a tough time getting games in, with all the bad weather, but somehow managed to win most of their 
games, finishing with 6 wins, 1 tie and 1 loss.  Favio Carty and Phillip Kravtsov provided most of the pitching, with help from 
Jason Gellati and Adrian Cepeda, who also were hitting stars in many games.  Favio and Colm Mulvany also contributed grand 
slam homers to lead the team to some exciting finishes.  Colm and James Walsh split time between second base and catcher, 
with Vincent Horbachefsky and Bennie Jerez also sparkling in the field.  Ryan Sconzo and Austin Meneses proved to be tough 
outs and scored many runs.  Christopher Ortiz and Miguel Alfau contributed timely hits and Fabricio Mendez inspired everyone 
with his effort in the face of several injuries.  Many thanks to assistant coaches Frank, Steve, Chris and Dmitri.  Let’s hope that 
next year we can field two baseball teams and build on this very successful season! 

After the Final Game At the Awards Ceremony 


